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chiefs present, as to the punishment he ought to
be subjected to,, having been taken flagrantedelicto,
under their own eyes. Captain Owen, to evidence
his high displeasure at the transaction, cut the
matter short, by ordering them all out of the ship.
This gave rise to another commotion and discus-
sion, the result of which was, that the culprit was
assailed on all sides by his countrymen with their
paddles ; even a boy in the same canoe inflicted
several blows, and lie was finally severely injured
about the head and body, when, with the blood
streaming from various parts, he was compelled to
leap into the sea, in order to wash it away, before
they would allow him to re-enter his own boat. His
punishment, however, did not terminate with the
above discipline ; for as he assisted in paddling his
canoe ashore, his countrymen followed him with
every denunciation of vengeance. On landing in the
neighbourhood of our market, he was seized, con-
ducted a short distance from the beach, and sur-
rounded by an immense crowd of the natives. Mr.
Jeffery, who happened to be near the spot, penetrated
into the midst of them, with aview of ascertaining the
nature of the affair, when, to his surprise, he was im-
mediately laid hold of, and tied hand to hand with the
bleeding prisoner. It may be imagined that this pro-
ceeding excited considerable alarm in Mr Jeffery,
who was led to infer that the wounds of the prisoner
had been inflicted by our people, and that the na-
tives were about to retaliate upon himself. A sol-